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Challenges of Note 1 of Article 496 of the Islamic Penal
Code in the Health System

Abstract

Note 1 of Article 496 of the Islamic Penal Code has become a subject of serious
debate among healthcare and legal professionals. According to this provision, if a
patient or nurse knowingly follows a physician’s erroneous order, liability is removed
from the physician and transferred to the executor of that order. This issue has drawn
particular criticism regarding nurses, who may face a conflict between complying
with a physician’s directive and the potential legal consequences of doing so.

In this letter to the editor, the authors acknowledge the legislator’s intent to reduce
medical errors by promoting greater diligence and oversight. However, they empha-
size the urgent need for legal and occupational support for healthcare professionals. To
address these challenges, the implementation of clinical guidelines, targeted training
programs, and clarification of professional responsibilities is strongly recommended.

Ultimately, revising and updating current laws—guided by expert opinion and inter-
national best practices—could significantly enhance the legal protection of medical
personnel and improve patient safety.

Keywords: Law, Liability, Nurse, Physician

Copyright 2025, Journal of Medical Council of Iran.
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.

Maryam Zaare Nahandi', Ali Banagozar
Mohammadi?*

1. Department of Internal Medicine ,Kidney
Research Center, Tabriz University of Med-
ical Sciences, Tabriz, Iran

2. Department of Internal Medicine, Medical
Philosophy and History Research Center,
Tabriz University of Medical Sciences, Ta-
briz, Iran

* Corresponding Author

Medical Philosophy and History Research
Center, Tabriz University of Medical Scienc-
es, Tabriz, Iran

Email: alibanagozar@gmail.com

Received: May 10 2025
Accepted: Jun 03 2025

Citation to this article

Zaare Nahandi M, Banagozar Mohammadi
A. Challenges of Note 1 of Article 496 of the
Islamic Penal Code in the Health System. J
Med Counc Iran. 2025;43(2):74-76.

Journal of Medical Council of Iran
Vol.43, No.2, 2025



http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22034/43.2.8
http://jmciri.ir/article-1-3391-en.html

*i530m0)135L; e is3igs Elj pase

@S wliging jSpo (A51s Lo los 09)S )
Ol 452285 5 Sy pople oSS

Aduld lising jS)o (1513 slas o 09)S -
G GSaiiy ppede oLl (Sibjy )l g
bl s

ghuo oiugs (il *
Oli 53 oIA . S .’.J.T:! é_‘!JU 9 . b ‘:’ ..".. 3 js}o
Ol e e Sy og le
1S Sl (5Lis
alibanagozar@gmail.com

1o /0P/Po :a.éL,u_\,é,uU
Vo /o/ 1P b gudy o)

[ Downloaded from jmciri.ir on 2026-05-31 ]

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/43.2.8 ]

VE=V$ 11 EolE gliuli=p o jloi 1095

Journal of Medical Council of Iran, Volume 43, Issue 2, 2025 .
htips:/idoi.org/10.22034/43.2.5 Bt mlkadd

39 Rl Ol jleo B FAP oobo S 0 g sG>
cww pllas

o

LRV

Dy ly o posl ygis a5 Slodlae 1 Sz 1ol oMol Sljlme y93l8 ¥A5 o3lo ylusl o
odle Billae 4SSl (5o ] polis S dodio b i Gjgo jd wilad o plo o Al g Hliw g b
o5 y1 ¢y9150 3,130 1 1l odal 35 S8 odle 1yl S 0 punis )3 (V) €iled Jos 935 o) 'FRD
Jos ygid 4 cpl 3929 L g 398 o0 Al g doto Cge g Canl oLl ygtod o il Sl b 2 50
(V) €l Yoy b (2 1o 395 4y Aiuws oyl g doduo a8 G (yolis S 3y LS

9> p Sl I Gl s IS 1 oS aiian w0yl Ll b ey Sen Sl (B
plss > (o> g b lagile pln p> hliwy 5l (S colos 5 ol ailiS by 9 o
() S5 g0 0133 oyl (65 g5

b > 35 5yl I3 31 el b eaMlas pllss SIS plis g iy 48 il S oL
ol pd bl o il dxels a1y i 300 9 (Slopd ¢ pandeidd ¢ Slaw ¢ Sy o blige Gloss
e sl 2 (e 5 plp sacadlie 5 03,5 cols) | Sl cal)S ey plisl o lgan e
(V) 223 g0 plomil 3181 (LBl by ol olain] Cumdy o (uogh i I €)1

o5T Sz ygad gyl 3l Sl b jlow oyl 50 a8 )l o)Ll Lol s 4 FAF odle G 0 s
s 5 0393 | yso gt Sy (Tl iz 93 S ooyl |y y5od 5] grg 32l Ll e
0))3 eddigslae (Boi> o il 4 Fuly )3 g dmles Sl b jlaw drgie )50 e 03y
5,5 a2 IS5 olgin o

Sl 0l 83145 slows (g3 o 31 Ly Cudginns U

Kby pgtad ol by oy G Ul (sao bl & 4228 ol 1) (58 0 pas o
S it Sloyd leladl o8 b5l sl oY il 8B lilews 5l (g)luas &7 Jb > )b )
Clgins & |2 98 ot (olony B9> a4 Conl (S (228 (i 4 Sl Aiine o5
s5530 opas (Jl ol (V) Cosl 0l iS5 jlo 398 &) (paaSS (o9550 0)lyd (65 maenad
WS Ll 1y o alalET g 039 o8T Kisgy ygiwd (992 skl I o 45 3,15 3,0)8" (63lg0 53 Lo
oy ol Jgoutio sl iz 555 35050 5351 3 4S) 0l 4zl a5 Jlaw 4 (63 )0 )3 eyl
D9 03

Ko cuwl a3 (gobs 338 3 oo b bl azgo a0 plxsl aS Liladles 3 Subjy o8y L)

Copyright 2025, Journal of Medical Council of Iran.
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.


http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22034/43.2.8
http://jmciri.ir/article-1-3391-en.html

[ Downloaded from jmciri.ir on 2026-05-31 ]

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/43.2.8 ]

12l b Wl g Bats Oblal ¥

)‘.} ‘@9"‘9 o).m.u L)JI aS Awy oo )Ja.) L s o5 o
L Ll (V) cwl odld jl8 sl y o jlew 9 p 1) Cudsiume
O B adly (M HIS (p oS 298 o0 by 538D (o
5 epSiim 1y Sy w slasl ol a5V giue g ST
SPB ol o Jl ul b awd )8 aagi 5)50 (S slallas
Obe bEWgiue &5 d0d udald S 4 WL oy oK
23 )5 pannnd

2 5% O dlge dagye ol b bl ggee )
Tove S S meal ly codlo pllas glacl jlosiasly
5 ohliwy S ) M) 5 glad s gla ills b agslse 4o
SPB lcdgins 5 Gsi> 5l & (Shpe 3 (Sloyd I ple
Cr e 990 4 hlew 9565 5l o9 imlgs 3B sl o5T 55
B e & e ol (Sl iz dlge o)y
Ll ol onds izl floys o8 glad s Culgtue 4 3)lg0
biw o () (S35 )bjl) wle (olojox 3 (Ssi> sl
@ @y nlpl e S5k dejls plores 5 (V) o
Camdy dgke Sy Slaine; Slgoe ols8 Bkl 5 aygiS

53020138l le g 53ag £l g0

B Anil3E Jliw 31 (W09d g9 0> 3 i Cudgianne UT.Y
S

g Sij gl jop Jleisl (S wpad ol I IS 096 Sua
Cuol Slygiws oy daze )llai 353kl low 4 deds
Slegoge 3l (olmm ) 8 bl Codgtuns § (i das o &S
Slr ©09p” dlse plois 4 il 4id) () slaaely
Sl agycpl 5l gd o 03l ybigel «(must-to-know) ;yrls
aush B bl Clegsge cpl paid) pl (Muasdl§ )b 39, 0
ol ST a8 Cal 03,5 ST 5.5 138 138 olusl Cpnos o Ly
S ol gl s P8l S5y pstd (o5 ol (2T o2 e
g2 38lg ol 4 gie Colgiue

Sl 53 ol ) it Cales g3l ¥
(PPB g (i

On Sl (S (B 5 )1 oMo pllad 13 oo Ayl
b y5d glipl 5l (8L Codgine 5 Sy ygied ) g9y
)53 s e Sl (e jgid gl 2l pas g (1215 )l
Sla gl 985 Spso 3 35 ol il 5 29 ol 5 i
95 bl (6398 gl plir (V) el als Jliw y (6l (g
sonipl IS p g il ol (ol sl
o slael alS gly caxdse 4365 pl b 2y5 1 050 wiadin
335 (S oyl Gl Oilosr oMo B 095 (g, (Sl

&l

-

1. Islamic Penal Code of Iran (2013). Available at: https://rc.maj-
lis.ir/fa/law/print_version/845048. [ Last accessed on: 2025 /3/ 5]

2. Molavynejad, S., Imani, A. ‘The Forgotten Right of Nurses and
Patients in Iran’s Islamic Penal Code’, Journal of Iranian Medical
Council, 2025, 8(2), pp. 407-408. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/
jimc.v8i2.17716

3. The Disciplinary Regulations for Handling Occupational and

Professional Violations of Medical and Related Professions.
Available at: https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/119395 [ Last aca
cessed on: 2025 /3/ 5

4. Banagozar Mohammadi A, Vahabzadeh M. Medical Confiden-
tiality: Legal and Ethical Challenges in Iran. International Journal
of Medical Toxicology and Forensic Medicine. 2016; 10(1):27024.
https://doi.org/10.32598/ijmtfm.v10i1.27024



http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/jimc.v8i2.17716
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/jimc.v8i2.17716
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/119395
https://doi.org/10.32598/ijmtfm.v10i1.27024
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22034/43.2.8
http://jmciri.ir/article-1-3391-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

