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Abstract

Background: The present study aimed to examine the relationship between sexual
function and marital stress with marital quality of life in women with breast cancer,
considering the mediating role of body image. The level of marital quality of life
among women with breast cancer is of paramount importance, and investigating
related factors can be key to enhancing this aspect of their lives. In this context, the
sexual function and the level of marital stress in this patient group, mediated by body
image, can play a pivotal role in explaining the complex psychological mechanisms
affecting the marital quality of life in this specific population.

Methods: This descriptive-correlational study was conducted using path analysis
modeling. The statistical population included all women with breast cancer who at-
tended the Mehr Golestan Center in Gorgan in 2024. Among them, 230 participants
were selected through convenience sampling. The research instruments included the
Marital Quality of Life Questionnaire by Busby et al. (1995), the Female Sexual
Function Index by Rosen et al. (1997), the Marital Stress Scale by Orth-Gomer et al.
(2000), and the Body Image Scale by Cash (1990). Data were analyzed using path
analysis with AMOS 24 software.

Results: The results showed that sexual function, marital stress, and body image had
significant direct relationships with marital quality of life. Furthermore, the mediat-
ing role of body image in the relationship between marital stress and sexual function
with marital quality of life was confirmed.

Conclusion: The findings indicated that marital quality of life in women with breast
cancer is directly and indirectly influenced by a set of psychological factors. These
include sexual function, marital stress, and body image, whose interactions create
complex and multidimensional effects on marital life. Therefore, comprehensive
and simultaneous consideration of these variables in intervention and therapeutic
programs can significantly contribute to improving quality of life and marital rela-
tionships in this group of patients.

Keywords: Marital quality of life, Sexual function, Marital stress, Body image,
Women with breast cancer
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